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A recognized and regional leader in providing comprehensive law enforcement
services

The Bladensburg Police Department, in partnership with our community, is
dedicated to:

 Preventing crime
 Enforcing laws
 Resolving community problems
 Improving the quality of life

Maximize department effectiveness targeting the reduction of crime
 Focused deployment of resources
 Target crime analysis strategies toward worst offenders
 Resolve chronic nuisances and criminal activity using code enforcement,

public works, training, and community

Provide outstanding service to our community
 Recruit and retain a highly qualified, diverse workforce
 Emphasize customer service internally and externally
 Recognize excellent performance and service
 Maintain professional standards through training, leadership, and

mentoring

Identify and prepare resources for successful response to local and regional
public safety needs

 Identify and leverage new technologies to address emerging issues
 Update, implement, and train emergency preparedness plans
 Maintain and develop partnerships to address criminal justice needs
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CRIME PREVENTION

Security Tips for the Holidays

Stay Alert
 Keep your mind on your surroundings, who’s in

front of you and who’s behind you.
 Don’t get distracted.
 Walk purposefully, stand tall, and make eye

contact with people around you.
 TRUST YOUR INSTINCTS—If you feel

uncomfortable, leave.
 Do not approach your car alone if there are

suspicious people in the area.
 Ask mall or store security for an escort before

leaving your shopping location.

Credit /Debit Cards
Credit cards are as good as cash and clerks rarely check
identification.  Most credit card companies hold the
owner responsible for all purchases until the card is
reported lost.  To prevent credit card loss:
 Keep your credit cards in a safe place.
 Report any losses immediately.
 Take only the cards you will need for shopping.
 Check your credit card statements for accuracy.
 Keep a record of your credit cards and phone

numbers to call if they’re lost.

Cash
The tendency to carry large amounts of cash is greater
during the holidays.  If you must carry cash:
 Take only the amount you plan to spend when

shopping.
 Keep all money in a safe place.
 Avoid flashing your money in public

Transporting gifts in your car
Gifts left unattended on the back seat of your car
can be tempting to a thief.
 Always lock your car.

 Pick up major items at the end rather than the
beginning of a shopping trip.

 Lock all purchases in the trunk of your car.
 Immediately remove all purchases from your car

when you return home.
 Consider a locker at the shopping center.

Deliveries
Do not give criminals an easy opportunity.
 Schedule deliveries for times when you are at

home.
 Make arrangements to have your parcels delivered

to a neighbor if you are unable to be at home.
 If you live in a multi-unit building, bring packages

left outside for your neighbors into a secured area.

Home security during the holidays
Many people like to keep their presents out for days
before or after the holiday; also, homes are more
vulnerable, given the time spend shopping and visiting.
 Close blinds/curtains at night or while you’re

away.
 Break up boxes, especially for purchases like

televisions and computers.  Put the boxes in
garbage bags.

 A light display shows ownership and increases
lighting in the area.

Holiday scams
Know your charities and retailers.
 Fake charities: If you’re asked for a donation,

verify the legitimacy of the charity before giving.
 Gift cards: Only purchase gift cards from trusted

retail outlets.  Make sure gift cards have not been
tampered with before buying them.

 Scam emails and online shopping: Shop only at
trusted retail Web sites.  Do not respond to
unsolicited emails or click on links in them.
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POLICE BLOTTER
November 2015

COMMUNITY SERVICES
Traffic and pedestrian safety control for the
dedication of Saint Michael Eritrean Orthodox
Church (formally Saint Luke’s Church).

Seven families received Thanksgiving food
donations through the generosity of the Gospel
Faith Mission International Church, Brentwood,
MD.

COPS
School Visits

Routine safety checks were conducted at our
seven schools.

Police Explorers

In the month of November the Bladensburg Police
Explorers learned how to handle stressful
situations and discussed the ways controlled
dangerous substances affect our community.

THE BEAT
November 1,  Assault in the area of 54th Avenue
and Chesapeake Street. An adult male was
arrested.

November 1, Assault in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.  An adult female was arrested with one
shotgun recovered from the scene.

November 1, Domestic in the 5200 block of
Varnum Street.  An adult male was arrested.

November 2, Stolen Vehicle in the 4200 block of
54th Street.

November 2, Vandalism in the 5900 block of
Emerson Street.

November 2, Fraud in the 5400 block of Taussig
Road.

November 3, Fraud in the 5400 block of Annapolis
Road.

November 3, Theft in the 5400 block of Tilden
Road.

November 3, Theft in the 4300 blk of 54th Place.

November 3, Missing Person in the 3900 block of
52nd Street.

November 4, Robbery in the 4100 block of 53rd
Avenue.

November 4, Vandalism in the 4600 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 4, Burglary in the 5200 block of Quincy
Street.

November 4, Sex Offense in the 5700 block of
Emerson Street.  Juvenile male was arrested.

November 5, Vandalism on the 5400 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 5, Warrant Service in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.  An adult male was arrested.

November 5, Firearm recovery in the 5400 block
of Annapolis Road.  An adult male was charged.

November 5, Suspicious activity in the 5700 block
of Emerson Street.  An adult male was arrested.
November 5, Domestic in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

November 6, Theft in the 5600 block of Annapolis
Road.

Bladensburg Police Explorer Troop 1742
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November 6, Theft in the 4900 block of Annapolis
Road.

November 7, Theft in the 4900 block of Annapolis
Road.

November 7, Vandalism in the 5300 block of
Shepard Street.

November 7, Domestic in the 5500 block of
Decatur Street.

November 8, Theft in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 9, Stolen Vehicle in the 4200 block of
54th Place.

November 9, Drugs in the 4900 block of Tilden
Road.  An adult female was arrested.

November 9, Fraud in the 4200 block of
Edmonston Road.

November 9, Vandalism in the  4800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 10, Vandalism in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 10, Recovered Property in the 5600
block of Annapolis Road.

November 10, Theft in the 5400 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 10, Warrant Service in the 5400 block
of Annapolis Road. An adult male was arrested.

November 10, Drugs in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.  Two adult males were arrested.

November 10, Vandalism in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 11, Theft in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 11, Theft in the 4900 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 11, Theft in the 4200 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 11, Assault in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.

November 12, Stalking in the 4300 block of 55th
Avenue.

November 12, Recovered Stolen Vehicles in the
4900 block of Annapolis Road.

November 12, Theft in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 12, Assault in the 5400 block of
Taussig Road,

November 13, Warrant Service in the 5400 block
of Annapolis Road.

November 15, Domestic in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

November 15, Vandalism in the 6000 block of
Logan Way.

November 16, Burglary in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

November 16, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the
4900 block of Annapolis Road.

November 16, Vandalism in the 5700 block of
Emerson Street.

November 16, Trespassing in the 5200 block of
Newton Street.

November 17, Fraud in the 6000 block of Emerson
Street.

November 18, Theft in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 19, Domestic in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.

November 19, Illegal Dumping in the 4800 block of
Webster Street.

November 19, Vandalism in the 4800 block of
Webster Street.

November 19, Vandalism in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 20, Theft in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 21, Missing Person in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.



Bladensburg Police November 2015 5

November 21, Drugs in the 4200 block of
Edmonston Road.

November 21, Domestic in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 24, Missing Person in the 4900 block of
Tilden Road.

November 25, Missing Person in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 27, Warrant Service in the 4200 block
of 58th Avenue.

November 28, Robbery in the 5400 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 28, Vandalism in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 28, Missing Person in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 29, Domestic in the 5400 block of
Varnum Street.

November 30, Theft in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 30, Theft in the 5200 block of Quincy
Street.

November 30, Warrant Service in the 4900 block
of Tilden Road.  An adult male was arrested.

INVESTIGATIONS
Gun Violence Reduction Initiative

COPS officers, investigators, and patrol officers
conducted targeted saturation patrols in areas that
have been the source of drug activities and violent
crimes.  Two shotguns and two handguns were
recovered as a result.

Investigators arrested Bernardo (25) in the area of
the EZ Mart, 5700 block of Emerson Street, on an
open warrant held by Montgomery County Police.

Investigators are working to identify the person
involved in a shooting at the 7-Eleven in the 5400
block of Annapolis Road.

Case Closed

On November 4, 2014, a disabled Vietnam
veteran was seriously wounded during the armed
carjacking of his automobile.  Three defendants
were arrested and two handguns recovered.

During November 2015, the defendants charged
in this case were found guilty in the Circuit Court
for Prince George’s County.

Sentencing is scheduled for January 15, 2016.

Dennis A. Alvarez, 5600 block
of Nicholson Street, Riverdale,
MD.

Guilty of Attempted Second
Degree Murder; Attempted
robbery; and Use of Firearm in
a crime of violence.

Rakeem D. Solomon, 7800
block of Riverdale Road, New
Carrollton, MD.

Guilty of Attempted Second
Degree Murder; Armed
Robbery; and  Use of a
Firearm in a Crime of
Violence.

Stephen A. Whittingham, 9100
block of Edmonton Court,
Greenbelt, MD.

Guilty of Accessory After the
Fact.
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Message from the Chief of Police
Gun Violence Reduction Initiative
Despite significant decreases in crime nationwide, America continues to experience criminal gun
violence.  Beyond the devastating toll measured in injuries and loss of life, gun violence also imposes a
heavy burden on our standard of living, from increased fear and reduced quality of life to depressed
property values.

Current evidence suggests police should focus gun violence prevention actions on the places, times, and
people who pose the highest risks to public safety.  This risk-focused approach is the guiding principle
for gun violence reduction.  While the public tends to focus its attention on mass shootings, the most
common forms of gun violence involve gang members, violent youth, and others involved in crime.  As
a result, we are in a strategic position on the front lines poised to curb or even prevent gun crime,
injuries, and deaths.  In response, we are experimenting with new, evidence-based strategies and tactics
aimed at addressing the chronic and pervasive gun violence problem.

Our strategy is a combination of targeted enforcement, focused deterrence, and collaborative efforts: (1)
target persistent gun violence hot spots; (2) target prolific offenders in persistent hot spots; (3) employ
new technologies and advanced crime analysis; and (4) engage a wide range of collaborative partners.

Gun Recoveries
November 2015

9mm. Handgun recovered in the 5000 block of
57th Avenue.  A Juvenile male was arrested.

12-Gauge shotgun recovered in the 4200 block
of 58th Avenue.

40 caliber Handgun recovered at Bladen Plaza
(5400 block of Annapolis Road).

An adult male was charged with handgun in a
vehicle and handgun on person.

(“51 Sandbox” gang member)

12-gauge shogun was recovered from the wood-line in the 5400 block
of 55th Avenue.  (Photo Unavailable)
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Safe Toys and Gifts for the Holidays
Be safe this holiday, avoid certain children’s toys.  Don’t allow your child to play with weaponry, such as
pellet guns or BB guns.  Avoid projectile toys, such as darts, bows and arrows, and missile-firing toys.

According to the U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC), hospital emergency rooms treated
an estimated 251,700 toy-related injuries in 2010 throughout the United States.   72% were to people less
than 15 years of age.  Additionally, in 2007 alone, toymakers recalled over 19 million toys worldwide
because of safety concerns such as lead paint and small magnets.  When it comes to toys and gifts, the
excitement and desire to get your children their favorite toys may cause shoppers to forget about safety
factors associated with them.  Before you make these purchases, it is critical to consider the safety and
age range of the toys.

This holiday season (and beyond), please consider the following guidelines for choosing safe toys for all
ages:

Under 3 years old
 Children under 3 tend to put everything in their mouths.  Avoid buying toys intended for older children

that may have small parts that pose a choking danger.
 Never let children of any age play with deflated or broken balloons because of the choking danger.
 Avoid marbles, balls and games with balls that have a diameter of 1.75 inches or less.  These products

also pose a choking hazard to young children.
 Children at this age pull, prod and twist toys. Look for toys that are well-made with tightly secured

eyes, noses and other parts.
 Avoid toys that have sharp edges and points.

Ages 3 to 5
 Avoid toys that are constructed with thin, brittle plastic that might easily break into small pieces or

leave jagged edges.
 Look for household art materials, including crayons and paint sets, marked with the designation "ASTM

D-4236."  This means the product has been reviewed for chronic health hazards and, if necessary, the
product has been labeled with cautionary information.

 Teach older children to keep their toys away from their younger brothers and sisters.

Ages 6-12
 For all children, adults should check toys periodically for breakage and potential hazards.  Damaged

or dangerous toys should be repaired or thrown away.
 If buying a toy gun, be sure the barrel, or the entire gun, is brightly colored so that it's not mistaken for

a real gun.
 If you buy a bicycle for any age child, buy a helmet, too, and make sure the child wears it.
 Teach all children to put toys away when they're finished playing so they don't trip over them or fall on

them.

It is also important to read all labels carefully.  The U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC)
requires toy manufacturers to meet stringent safety standards and to label certain toys that could be a
hazard for younger children.



1 Veterans Day is not to be confused with Memorial Day; Veterans Day celebrates the
service of all U.S. military veterans, while Memorial Day honors those who died while in military
service.
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Look for labels that give age recommendations and use that information as a guide.  Labels on toys that
state "not recommended for children under 3 … contains small parts," are labeled that way because they
may pose a choking hazard to children under 3.  Toys should be developmentally appropriate to suit the
skills, abilities and interests of the child.

For more information about purchasing safe toys and gifts, call the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission Toll-Free Hot Line, 1-800-638-2772.

Congratulations
The Police Emerald Society of Baltimore awarded Investigator Charles F.
Earle with the 2015 Sergeant Mark F. Perry Distinguished Service Award for
being named 2014 Investigator of the Year by the Police Chief’s Association
of Prince George’s County, Maryland.

The Police Emerald Society is non-profit organization that supports Law
Enforcement members and organizations in the State of Maryland.

Events and Meetings
 November 9, Council work session and public meeting.
 November 11, Veterans Day Celebration1.
 November 18, Strategic planning meeting for Ward II apartment managers and residents.
 November 19, Port Towns Legislative Dinner.
 Mayor’s weekly teleconference.
 Attended all staff meetings.
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Traffic Enforcement November 2015

Vehicle Stops 137

Citations 132

Warnings 72

Repair Orders (Issued) 51

Total Violations 255

Parking Citations 13

Automobile Collisions

Fatality 0

Injury 6

Property Damage 31

Pedestrian 0

Hit & Run 12

Total Collisions 49

Departmental Activity

Arrests 24

Assigned to Calls (in hours) 1,239

Calls for Service 589

Court Appearances (in hours) 66

Mutual Aid (in hours) 3

Off-Duty Response (in hours) 1

Prisoner Processing (in hours) 33

Self Initiated Service (in hours) 244

Special Activity (in hours) 24

Training (in hours) 106

Statistical
Abstract
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Bladensburg Police Department
Part 1 Offense Comparison

3014 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 9 5 3 6 11 3 9 11 14 7 5 8 91
Burglary 18 8 10 3 11 7 8 7 4 6 12 4 98
Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Larceny-Theft 29 13 9 19 31 21 15 16 21 28 19 28 249
Motor Vehicle Theft 5 5 5 5 5 7 6 4 6 10 19 3 80
Robbery 5 3 1 0 5 1 4 2 4 7 4 4 40

Total 66 34 28 34 63 39 42 40 49 58 59 47 559

2015 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 2 4 4 4 8 4 8 6 6 6 4 56
Burglary 2 4 6 9 4 7 2 3 3 4 2 46
Forcible Rape 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Larceny-Theft 24 14 17 14 19 18 20 18 29 23 16 212
Motor Vehicle Theft 2 3 3 6 6 5 6 5 8 9 2 55
Robbery 6 2 2 1 1 1 1 0 2 3 2 21

Total 36 28 32 34 38 35 37 32 48 46 26 0 392

Variance

Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault -77.78% -20.00% 33.33% -33.33% -27.27% 33.33% -11.11% -45.45% -57.14% -14.29% -20.00% -38.46%
Burglary -88.89% -50.00% -40.00% 200.00% -63.64% 0.00% -75.00% -57.14% -25.00% -33.33% -83.33% -53.06%
Forcible Rape 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00%
Homicide 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Larceny-Theft -17.24% 7.69% 88.89% -26.32% -38.71% -14.29% 33.33% 12.50% 38.10% -17.86% -15.79% -14.86%
Motor Vehicle Theft -60.00% -40.00% -40.00% 20.00% 20.00% -28.57% 0.00% 25.00% 33.33% -10.00% -89.47% -31.25%
Robbery 20.00% -33.33% 100.00% 100.00% -80.00% 0.00% -75.00% -100.00% -50.00% -57.14% -50.00% -47.50%

Monthly Comparison
-30 -6 4 0 -25 -4 -5 -8 -1 -12 -33 -167

-45.45% -17.65% 14.29% 0.00% -39.68% -10.26% -11.90% -20.00% -2.04% -20.69% -55.93% -29.87%
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