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A recognized and regional leader in providing comprehensive law enforcement
services

The Bladensburg Police Department, in partnership with our community, is
dedicated to:

 Preventing crime
 Enforcing laws
 Resolving community problems
 Improving the quality of life

Maximize department effectiveness targeting the reduction of crime
 Focused deployment of resources
 Target crime analysis strategies toward worst offenders
 Resolve chronic nuisances and criminal activity using code

enforcement, public works, training, and community

Provide outstanding service to our community
 Recruit and retain a highly qualified, diverse workforce
 Emphasize customer service internally and externally
 Recognize excellent performance and service
 Maintain professional standards through training, leadership, and

mentoring

Identify and prepare resources for successful response to local and regional
public safety needs

 Identify and leverage new technologies to address emerging issues
 Update, implement, and train emergency preparedness plans
 Maintain and develop partnerships to address criminal justice needs

Holiday Safety Tips . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2

Police Blotter . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4

Message of the Chief of Police . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7

Statistical Abstract . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8

Part 1 Crimes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9

Holiday Fire Prevention . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10-13



1 Yongling Tu, U.S. Consumer Product Safety Commission, “Toy-Related Deaths and
Injuries, Calendar Year 2011"

Safety Tip November 2014 2

Tips to Keep Kids Safe

As the holiday season marches ahead, so does toy shopping for the special children in our lives.
There are thousands of toys to choose from and selecting the right one can be a challenge,
especially as new toys appear on the shelves every year.  Toys are intended to be fun and enjoyable
for children, but they can pose serious health risks if they are not properly made and designed.

In 2011, an estimated 262,300 toy-related injuries1 were treated in U.S. hospital emergency
departments — 72 percent of which happened to children 15-years-old or younger. Sometimes,
choosing the right toy can be difficult, and a typical toy store can easily overwhelm even the
shrewdest shopper.  When evaluating what toys to buy this year, consider the following:

 Children under three years old tend to put everything in their mouths, so avoid buying
toys that have small parts and may pose a choking danger.  Look for quality in design
and construction, and follow age and safety recommendations on labels.

 Consider purchasing a small parts tester to determine whether small toys for children
under the age of three might present a choking hazard.

 Toys with strings, straps, or cords longer than seven inches may pose a risk of
strangulation.

 Toys that are constructed with thin, brittle plastic might easily break into small pieces or
leave jagged edges.

 Avoid cap guns because the caps can be ignited by the slightest friction and cause
serious burns.

 Avoid toys with sharp points or edges, toys that produce loud sounds, or projectiles (such
as dart and firing rockets).

 If you buy a bicycle for a child, buy a helmet too and make sure the child wears it.

 Make recommendations to family members and friends about gifts that you feel are
appropriate for your child.

 Inspect all toys as much as possible before taking them out of the box.  Once opened, go
through each part of the toy to make sure there are no small parts that could be choking
hazards.

The Consumer Product Safety Commission (CPSC) oversees the safety of toys and many other
consumer products, and requires toy manufacturers to meet stringent safety standards.  For more
information about purchasing safe toys and gifts, call the U.S. Consumer Product Safety
Commission Hot Line at (800) 638-2772.
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Small Parts: What Parents Need to Know

Small parts and small children can be a deadly combination.  To prevent young children from choking,
children’s toys and games, as well as balloons, have warning labels.  These labels help you keep small things
away from your little ones.

But what are small parts?  And why should parents be concerned about them?

First, this is a small parts tester:

The cylinder is 2.25 inches long by 1.25 inches wide.  That is about the size of a
3-year-old’s throat.  The opening is slightly wider than a quarter or about the width of
two fingers.  Note: Some parents use a toilet paper roll as a practical alternative to a
small parts tester. Parents should be aware that the toilet paper roll is wider and longer
than the official tester.

If a toy or a piece of a toy intended for a child younger than 3 fits fully into the cylinder, that toy is banned.
This federal law has been around for decades and has helped prevent children from choking on products.
Small parts can get stuck in a child’s throat and be deadly.

In 2010, 9 of the17 toy-related deaths2 were associated with young children swallowing balloons, small balls
and parts of toys or games. From reports that provided details, we know that some of those deaths were from
items that fit into the tester, such as high-powered magnets and button batteries that power musical holiday
cards, remote controls, flashlights and other products in many homes.

Toys and games intended for children ages 3 to 6 that have
small parts must have a warning label.  This holiday season,
as you buy presents for the young children on your list, look
closely for warning labels like this:

Be mindful that age labels on toys are not just based on your
children’s smarts, but are also for their safety.

If a toy warns that it’s not for children younger than 3, then
really, that toy is NOT safe for young children. If your
younger child has older siblings around, make sure that big
sister or brother’s toys and toy parts are out of reach at all
times.
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Elizabeth Seton Career Day

POLICE BLOTTER
November 2014

COMMUNITY SERVICES
36 families received fresh vegetables donated by
Christian Life Center.

1,980 children received after-school nourishment
through our After School Food Program
Sponsored by Family League of Baltimore.

Assisted 48 residents with family resources.

Met with Target and Walmart on behalf of this
year’s Shop with a Cop program.

November 4, attended monthly TNI meeting.

November 20, assisted Elizabeth Seton with
Career Day.

November 22, Bladensburg High School Students
assisted Bladensburg Seventh Day Adventist
Church with the distribution of  Thanksgiving
Baskets at Bladensburg Elementary School.

November 24, Attended Awards Ceremony for
our summer youth internships.

November 24, Community Public Safely
Roundtable Meeting.

November 25, assisted Magic Johnson
Empowerment Center in the distribution of
Thanksgiving Baskets donated by the
Washington Redskins.

COPS
November 4, Blue Heron Way association meeting.

November 12, Talk to Port Town's Elementary
Pre-K students about safety.

November 13, Executive dinner at Colmar Manor
town hall.

November 24th  -  Crime prevention presentation
for CACB.

November 29, Officer Ramirez attended Elizabeth
Seton High School Career Day.

Bladensburg Police Explorers

November 8, Explorers learned about sexual
assaults and Maryland law.  The instructors were
from Saint Mary's Community College and the
University of Maryland.

Maryland Multicultural Youth Center

Magic Johnson Foundation
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November 9, Field trip to Arundel Mills.

November 24, Explorers learned about women in
law enforcement.

THE BEAT
November  1, Accident in the 4800 block of
Annapolis Road.  An adult male was arrested for
DUI.

November 1, Burglary in the 5600 block of
Emerson  Street.  Criminal charges are pending.

November 1, Theft in the 4100 block of 46th
Street.

November 1, Vandalism in the 4900 block of  56th
Place.

November 2, Warrant Service in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.  An adult male was arrested.

November 2, Stolen Vehicle in the 4500 block of
57th Avenue.

November 3, Fraud in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 4, Stolen Vehicle in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 4, Assault & Robbery  in the 5000
block 57th Avenue.  Case is being investigated by
CID.

November 4, Theft in the 5400 block of Annapolis
Road.

November 5, Disorderly Conduct in the 4500
block of Kenilworth Ave.  An adult male was
arrested.

November 6, Trespassing in the 4700 block
Annapolis Road.  An adult male was arrested.

November 6, Theft in the 5800 block of Annapolis
Road.  Criminal charges are pending.

November 6, Theft in the 5400 block of Annapolis
Road.

November 6, Theft in the 5600 block of Annapolis
Road.  An adult female was arrested.

November 7, Theft in the area of Taussig Road &
54th Street.

November 7, Stolen Vehicle in the 5000 block of
57th Avenue.

November 7, Burglary in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 8 , Trespassing in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.  An adult male was arrested.

November 8, Missing Person in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 9, Disorderly in the 4300 block of
Annapolis Road.  An adult male was arrested.

November 9, Domestic in the 5300 block of
Newton Street.

November 10, Burglary in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 10, Warrant service in the area of
Emerson Street/ 57th Avenue.  An adult male was
arrested.

November 10, Suspicious person in the 5400
block of Annapolis Road.  An adult male was
arrested.

November 10, Theft in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.

November 11, Theft in the 5400 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 11, Narcotics violation in the 4000
block of Edmonston Road.  A civil citation was
issued.

November 13, Theft in the 5200 block of Newton
Street.

November 13, Domestic in the 5200 block of
Newton Street.  An adult male was arrested.

November 14, Vandalism in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 14, Vandalism in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 14, Found property located at  54th
Street/Varnum Place.

November 14, Recovered property in the 4900
block of Tilden Road.

November 14, Accident in the 4300 block of 57th
Avenue.  An adult male was arrested.

November 15, Vandalism in the 5100 block of
Annapolis Road.
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November 15, Trespassing in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 15, Vandalism in the 5100 block of
Varnum Street.

November 16, Domestic in the 4400 block of Blue
Heron Way.

November 18 , Assault in the 5400 block of Taylor
Street.

November 18, Theft in the 5200 block of Newton
Street.

November 18, Theft in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

November 18, Theft in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 19, Vandalism in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.

November 19, Vandalism in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 19, Theft in the 5200 block of Tilden
Road.

November 20, Vandalism in the 5100 block of
57th Avenue.

November 20, Missing Person in the 5900 block
of Emerson Street.

November 20, Vandalism in the 4600 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 21, Theft in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 21, Burglary in the 5200 block of
Newton Street.

November 21, Theft in the 5300 block of Newton
Street.

November 21, Stolen Vehicle in the area of 57th
Avenue /Jefferson Street.

November 22, Burglary in the 4600 block of Red
Hawk Terrace.

November 22, Theft in the 4100 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 22, Stolen Vehicle in the 5500 block of
Tilden Road.

November 22, Domestic in the 4100 block of 54th
Street.

November 23, Theft in the 5900 block of Emerson
Street.

November 23, Theft in the 5600 block of Mary A
Court.

November 24, Burglary in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 24, Vandalism in the 5400 block of
Taussig Road.

November 25, Domestic in the 5000 block of
57th Avenue.

November 25, Stolen Vehicle in the 5000 block of
57th Avenue.

November 26, Theft in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 26, Theft in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 27, Theft in the 4100 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

November 27, Vandalism in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 28, Robbery in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

November 28, Domestic in the 5900 block of
Emerson Street.

November 29, Stolen Vehicle in the 3900 block of
53rd Street.

November 30, Assault in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.

November 30, Domestic in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.
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Office of the Chief
Witnessing a Crime and Reporting a Crime
Call (301) 864-0400 whenever you are a Victim or a Witness to a crime in progress.

 You are a victim if your personal safety is being threatened.  This could be by an intruder entering
your home or somebody trying to abduct or attack you anywhere.

 If you see or hear somebody screaming for help, somebody being physically attacked or a child or
other person being forced into a car against his or her will, call (301) 864-0400.

Things that might signal a crime
 Someone running from a car or home.

 Someone screaming.

 Someone going door-to-door asking
unusual questions or asking about past
residents, or looking into house or car
windows.

 Unusual noises that cannot be explained,
like breaking glass or pounding sounds.

 Business transactions conducted from a
vehicle; this could be drug or stolen
property sales.

 Someone removing property from
unoccupied homes or closed businesses..

 Some loitering in a neighborhood, on foot or
in a vehicle, who is there with no apparent
purpose or destination.

 A stranger entering a neighbor’s
unoccupied  home or yard.

 A stranger following or bothering children.

What the Police need to know when you
report a crime
 Describe what you saw briefly and clearly.

 Describe the suspect in as much detail as
possible:  age, height, weight, hair color,
race, sex, clothing worn and anything
special like facial hair, tattoos, a limp, etc.

 If a vehicle is involved, describe its color,
make, model, year, license plate and any
special markings like broken lights or body
damage; describe the direction it went when
last seen.

 You may remain anonymous.

Events and Meetings
 November 4, Transforming Neighborhoods Initiative (TNI) monthly meeting.

 November 6, I-NET planning meeting.

 November 6, Employee benefit briefing.

 November 10, Council work session and public meeting.

 November 11, Veteran’s Day—Honoring All Who Served—US Military.

  November 24, Community Public Safety Roundtable.

 Attended all staff meetings.
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Statistical
 Abstract

Traffic Enforcement November 2014

State Citations 152

Parking Citations 45

Written Warnings 40

Cellular Telephone Violations 10

Driving Under Influence 15

License Violations 32

Repair Orders Issued 50

Repair Orders Inspected 85

School Bus Enforcement 2

Seatbelt Violations 1

Vehicle Impounds 10

Departmental Activity November 2014

Arrests 18

Assigned to Calls (in hours) 1,113

Calls for Service 720

Court Appearances (in hours) 26

Off Duty Response (in hours) 0

Mutual Aid (in hours) 6

Prisoner Processing (in hours) 22

Self Initiated Service (in hours) 313

Special Activity (in hours) 10

Training (in hours) 105

Part 1 Crimes
Part I crimes fall into two categories: violent and property crimes.  Aggravated assault, forcible rape,
murder, and robbery are classified as violent while arson, burglary, larceny-theft, and motor vehicle theft
are classified as property crimes.  These crimes are considered quite serious, tend to be reported more
reliably than others, and are reported directly to the police.
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Bladensburg Police Department
Part 1 Offense Comparison

2013 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 9 5 3 6 11 3 9 11 14 7 5 8 91
Burglary 18 8 10 3 11 7 8 7 4 6 12 4 98
Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Larceny-Theft 29 13 9 19 31 21 15 16 21 28 19 28 249
Motor Vehicle Theft 5 5 5 5 5 7 6 4 6 10 19 3 80
Robbery 5 3 1 0 5 1 4 2 4 7 4 4 40

Total 66 34 28 34 63 39 42 40 49 58 59 47 559

2014 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 2 4 6 4 4 8 5 8 8 9 3 61
Burglary 6 2 3 6 9 6 7 5 4 3 6 57
Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1
Larceny-Theft 13 14 28 12 11 19 17 17 23 23 22 199
Motor Vehicle Theft 7 6 7 4 4 6 6 3 11 7 7 68
Robbery 4 0 2 4 1 2 4 3 2 4 2 28

Total 32 26 46 30 29 41 40 36 48 46 40 0 414

Variance

Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault -77.78% -20.00% 100.00% -33.33% -63.64% 166.67% -44.44% -27.27% -42.86% 28.57% -40.00% -54.08%
Burglary -66.67% -75.00% -70.00% 100.00% -18.18% -14.29% -12.50% -28.57% 0.00% -50.00% -50.00% -285.21%
Forcible Rape 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Homicide 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Larceny-Theft -55.17% 7.69% 211.11% -36.84% -64.52% -9.52% 13.33% 6.25% 9.52% -17.86% 15.79% 79.79%
Motor Vehicle Theft 40.00% 20.00% 40.00% -20.00% -20.00% -14.29% 0.00% -25.00% 83.33% -30.00% -63.16% 10.89%
Robbery -20.00% -100.00% 100.00% 400.00% -80.00% 100.00% 0.00% 50.00% -50.00% -42.86% -50.00% 307.14%

Monthly Comparison
-34 -8 18 -4 -34 2 -2 -4 -1 -12 -19 -98

-51.52% -23.53% 64.29% -11.76% -53.97% 5.13% -4.76% -10.00% -2.04% -20.69% -32.20% -141.06%

Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec
0
5

10
15
20
25
30

Assault Burglary Forcible Rape Homicide Larceny-Theft Motor Vehicle Theft Robbery



NFPA Public Education Division • 1 Batterymarch Park, Quincy, MA  02169
Your Source for SAFETY Information

www.nfpa.org/education 

FACTS

•	One of every three home 
Christmas tree fires are caused 
by electrical failures. 

•	Although Christmas tree fires 
are not common, when they do 
occur, they are more likely to be 
serious. 

•	A heat source too close to the 
tree causes roughly one in every 
five of the fires.

Christmas TreeSafety

As you deck the halls this holiday season, be fire smart. A small 
fire that spreads to a Christmas tree can grow large very quickly. 

After Christmas
Get rid of the tree after 
Christmas or when it is dry. 
Dried-out trees are a fire 
danger and should not be 
left in the home or garage, 
or placed outside against 
the home. Check with your 
local community to find a 
recycling program.
Bring outdoor electrical 
lights inside after the 
holidays to prevent hazards 
and make them last longer.

!

!

!

Bladensburg Police Department

(301) 927-8126 (COPS)
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Candle
Safety

Candles may be pretty to look at but they are a cause of home 
fires — and home fire deaths. Remember, a candle is an open flame, 
which means that it can easily ignite anything that can burn. 

Candles and Kids

Think about using flameless
candles in your home. They look

and smell like real candles.

Never leave a child alone 
in a room with a burning 
candle. Keep matches and 
lighters up high and out of
children’s reach, in a 
locked cabinet.

“CANDLE WITH CARE”

KKK 	Blow out all candles when you leave the room or go 
to bed. Avoid the use of candles in the bedroom 
and other areas where people may fall asleep.

KKK 	Keep candles at least 12 inches away from anything 
that can burn.

 

If you do burn candles, make sure that you...

KKK	 Use candle holders that are sturdy, and won’t tip 
over easily.

KKK	 Put candle holders on a sturdy, uncluttered surface.

KKK 	Light candles carefully. Keep your hair and any 
loose clothing away from the flame.

KKK 	Don’t burn a candle all the way down — put it out 
before it gets too close to the

	 holder or container.

KKK	 Never use a candle if oxygen
	 is used in the home.

KKK	 Have flashlights and
	 battery-powered lighting
	 ready to use during a power
	 outage. Never use candles.

FACTS
•	December is the peak time 

of year for home candle 
fires.	

•	Roughly one-third of home 
candle fires started in the 
bedroom.	

•	More than half of all candle 
fires start when things that 
can burn are too close to 
the candle.

!

!

!
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FACTS

•	Two of every five 
home decoration 
fires are started by 
candles.	  •	Nearly half of 
holiday decoration 
fires happen 
because decorations 
are placed too close 
to a heat source.	

Winter holidays are a time for families and friends to get together. 
But that also means a greater risk for fire. Following a few simple 
tips will ensure a happy and fire-safe holiday season. 

Winter
Holiday

Safety

	 HOLIDAY DECORATING
KKK	 Be careful with holiday decorations. Choose 

decorations that are flame resistant or flame retardant.

KKK	 Keep lit candles away from decorations and other 
things that can burn.

KKK	 Some lights are only for indoor or outdoor use, but 
not both.

KKK	 Replace any string of lights with worn or broken 
cords or loose bulb connections. Connect no more 
than three strands of mini light sets and a maximum 
of 50 bulbs for screw-in bulbs. Read manufacturer’s 
instructions for number of LED strands to connect.

KKK	 Use clips, not nails, to hang lights so the cords do 
not get damaged. 

KKK	 Keep decorations away from windows and doors.

	 HOLIDAY ENTERTAINING
KKK	 Test your smoke alarms and tell guests about your 

home fire escape plan.

KKK	 Keep children and pets away from lit candles.

KKK	 Keep matches and lighters up high in a locked cabinet.

KKK	 Stay in the kitchen when cooking on the stovetop.

KKK	 Ask smokers to smoke outside. Remind smokers to 
keep their smoking materials with them so young 
children do not touch them.

KKK	 Provide large, deep ashtrays for smokers. Wet 
cigarette butts with water before discarding.

Blow out lit candles when 
you leave the room or go to 
bed. Turn off all light strings 
and decorations before 
leaving home or going to bed.

Before Heading 
Out or to Bed 

!

!


