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A recognized and regional leader in providing comprehensive law enforcement
services

The Bladensburg Police Department, in partnership with our community, is
dedicated to:

‘ Preventing crime
‘ Enforcing laws
‘ Resolving community problems       
‘ Improving the quality of life

Maximize department effectiveness targeting the reduction of crime
‘ Focused deployment of resources
‘ Target crime analysis strategies toward worst offenders
‘ Resolve chronic nuisances and criminal activity using code enforcement,

public works, training, and community

Provide outstanding service to our community
‘ Recruit and retain a highly qualified, diverse workforce
‘ Emphasize customer service internally and externally
‘ Recognize excellent performance and service
‘ Maintain professional standards through training, leadership, and

mentoring

 Identify and prepare resources for successful response to local and regional
public safety needs

‘ Identify and leverage new technologies to address emerging issues
‘ Update, implement, and train emergency preparedness plans
‘ Maintain and develop partnerships to address criminal justice needs
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 CRIME PREVENTION

Distracted Driving

Summary

Distracted driving is any activity that diverts a driver’s attention away from the primary task of driving.  All 
distractions endanger drivers, passengers and pedestrians.

Most distractions involve cognitive and sensory distraction.  Just making a call on a hand-held phone alone
involves holding, looking at, and touching the phone, dialing, and listening to and thinking about the
conversation.

Types of driver distractions:

‘ Visual–looking at something other than the road
‘ Auditory–hearing something not related to driving
‘ Manual–manipulating something other than the wheel
‘ Cognitive–thinking about something other than driving

While many recent campaigns focus on cell phone use, traditional interruptions such as changing the music,
eating, or settling arguments between children can be just as distracting, and just as deadly.  Keep yourself and
your passengers safe by keeping your hands on the wheel and eyes on the road at all times. 

Motor vehicle crashes are a huge threat to public health:  Over the past decade, the number of crashes reported
on the nation’s roadways has declined annually.  However, motor vehicle crashes continue to be a leading cause
of death in the United States.  In 2012, approximately 5.6 million crashes were reported; approximately 30
percent resulted in an injury or fatality.  On average, approximately 30,000 people are injured or killed annually
as a result of distracted driving crashes.

Injuries are high in distracted driving crashes:  Close to two out of every five of the more the 50,000 distracted
driving crashes that occurred annually resulted in an injury.  On average, approximately 30,000 people are
injured or killed per year as a result of distracted driving.

Drivers under 30 years old account for nearly 40 percent of all distracted drivers involved in crashes:  Nearly a
quarter of the drivers involved in distracted driving crashes were between the ages of 21 and 29.  More
distracted drivers were males (57 percent) and nearly 80 percent of those killed were also male.Tips to Stay
Focused on the Road:

‘ Use your cell phone for emergency situations only.  A cell phone should only be used for emergency
purposes, and it’s best to pull over safely to the right shoulder to make a call.  Hands-free devices can still
cause you to miss important visual and audio cues needed to avoid a crash.

‘ If you are drowsy, pull off the road.  Drowsiness increases the risk of a crash by nearly four times.  In a
nationally representative telephone survey of U.S. drivers conducted in the spring of 2010, 41 percent of
drivers admitted to having “fallen asleep or nodded off” while driving at some point in their lives,
including 11 percent within the past year and 3.9 percent in the past month.

‘ You should limit the number of passengers, as well as the level of activity inside the car.  Most states'
graduated driver licensing laws prohibit teens from having teenage passengers in the car with them during
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their early months of driving.  Driving with friends can create a dangerous driving environment because
novice drivers are focused on their friends rather than the road.

‘ Avoid eating while driving.  Being busy is no excuse for distracted driving.  Finishing your breakfast on
the way to work or school may seem like a time-saver, but it means you are less attentive to the drivers
around you.  Food spills are a major cause of distraction.

‘ Do your multi-tasking outside the car.  Everyone spends a lot of time in their vehicles, and it may seem
like the perfect time to get little things done: calling friends, searching for good music, maybe even text
messaging. Don’t do it.  Focus on the road and the drivers around you.  Get everything settled before you
start driving.

Maryland Distracted Driving Laws

Maryland is one of the states where the use of hand-held cell phone is prohibited, with distracted driving laws
that were enacted in June, 2013 in their current form.  Maryland used to only have a primary law on texting
while driving, whereas the bans on talking on a hand-held cell phone used to have a secondary enforcement,
which used to apply until the end of September 2013.  Starting October 1, 2013, the use of hand-held cell
phones became a primary offense.

Text Messaging Ban

Drivers in Maryland are not allowed to compose, send, or read text messages.  This is a primary law, meaning
drivers can get pulled over and cited without committing a different offense prior to that.

Hand-held Ban

All drivers are prohibited from using hand-held cell phones while driving.  This became a primary offense on
October 1st, 2013.

Novice Drivers

Drivers under the age of 18, or persons holding a learner's permit or a provisional driver's license are banned
from all cell phone use (both hand-held and hands-free). 

Jake’s Law

 Legislation (2014) that would increase penalties for drivers who kill while distracted by cell phones has been
signed into law.  The Senate and House sent “Jake’s Law” to the governor April 7.  He signed it a week later. 
Five-year-old Jake Owen died in late 2011 after a driver distracted by a cell phone hit his family’s car.

Penalties for killing or causing serious injury under the new law include a year in prison and $5,000 fines.
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POLICE BLOTTER

March 2016

COMMUNITY SERVICES

COPS

School Visits

Patrols increased during school intake and
dismissal.  The reason for the increase patrol was
due to the weather change and recent spring
break vacation. 

Enforcement

Increased patrol in the town’s shopping centers.
The C.O.P.S unit will be issuing criminal & civil
citation to anyone who is caught participating in
any criminal act.

Meetings

Attended the health fair at Rogers Heights
Elementary School.

Assisted with food give-away at the Bladensburg
Rec-Center. 

Attended the National Night Out planning meeting
in the Town of Colmar Manor.

C.O.P.S unit recovered a BB gun from a juvenile
male. 

Explorer Troop 1742

The police explorers are currently learning about
criminal law.  They will apply what they have
learned through various scenarios. 

THE BEAT

March 1, Vandalism in the area of Emerson
Street/ 58th Avenue.

March 3, Missing Person in the 5400 block of
Tilden Road.  Juvenile female returned home.

March 3, Theft in the 5800 block of Annapolis
Road. 

March 4, Missing Person in the 4200 block of
Edmonston Road. 

March 4, Domestic in the 4300 block of 57th
Avenue.  An adult male was served with a
protective order. 

March 5, Assault in the 5600 block of Annapolis
Road. An adult female was arrested. 

March 5, Vandalism in the 5500 block of Volta
Avenue. 

March 5, Trespassing in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road. An adult male was arrested. 

March 6, Domestic in the 4600 block of Red Hawk
Terrace. 

March 6, Lost Property in the 4100 block of
Kenilworth Avenue. 

March 6, Vandalism in the 4000 block of 53rd
Street. 

March 6, Burglary in the 5400 block of Taylor
Street. 

March 7, Overdose in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue. An adult male was Emergency Petitioned
to the hospital.  

March 7, Assault in the 5200 block of Quincy
Street. 

March 9, Fraud in the 4900 block of Tilden Road.

March 9, Vandalism in the 4200 block of
Edmonston Road. 

March 9, Missing Person in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue. 

March 10, Vandalism in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road. 

March 10, Assault in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue. 
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March 11, Dispute in the 4300 block of Kenilworth
Avenue. 

March 11, Warrant Service in the 4300 block of
57th Avenue. An adult male was arrested. 

March 14, Lost Property in the 4600 block of
Upshur Street. 

March 15, Theft in the 4900 block of 57th Avenue.

March 16, Missing Person in the 4200 block of
57th Avenue. 

March 16, Threats in the 4200 block of 57th
Avenue. 

March 16, Domestic in the 5200 block of Newton
Street. 

March 17, Lost Property in the 6000 block of
Emerson Street. 

March 17, Dispute in the 4500 block of 57th
Avenue. 

March 19, Domestic in the 4700 block of
Annapolis Road.

March 19, Assault in the 4800 block of Annapolis
Road. 

March 19, Assault in the 4800 block of Annapolis
Road. 

March 20, Disturbance in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue. 

March 20, Disturbance in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road. 

March 20, Domestic in the area of Annapolis
Road/ 48th Street. 

March 21, Vandalism in the 4500 block of 57th
Avenue. 

March 22, Theft in the 5400 block of Annapolis
Road. 

March 23, Theft in the 4800 block of Annapolis
Road. 

March 24, Domestic in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue. 

March 24, Vandalism in the 4500 block of 57th
Avenue. 

March 24, Vandalism in the 4500 block of 57th
Avenue. 

March 24, Vandalism in the 5700 block of
Emerson Street. 

March 24, Missing Person in the 5600 block of
Mary A. Court.

March 25, Domestic in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way. 

March 25, Found Property in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road. 

March 26, Domestic in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue. 

March 26, Robbery in the 4200 block of 53rd
Avenue.  An adult male was arrested. 

March 26, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the area of
Annapolis Road/ Edmonston Road. 

March 27, Theft in the 3800 block of Kenilworth
Avenue. 

March 27, Death in the 5300 block of Newton
Street. 

March 28, Missing Person in the 5600 block of
Mary A. Court. 

March 29, Robbery in the 5200 block of Newton
Street. 

March 30, Stolen Vehicle in the 5600 block of
Emerson Street. 

March 31, Domestic in the 6000 block of Emerson
Street. 

March 31, Theft in the 4900 block of Tilden Road.

March 31, Warrant Service in the 4900 block of
Tilden Road. 

INVESTIGATIONS

Investigators arrested 27-year-old Prince Obedrah
Domingo of the 7000 block of Highview Terrace,
Hyattsville, Maryland, on an arrest warrant
charging Robbery, Assault, and Theft.

On March 26, 2016, patrol officers were called to
the 5400 block of Annapolis Road, Bladensburg,
Maryland, for a complaint of a a robbery.
Domingo is alleged to have demanded money
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from a customer inside the 7-Eleven.  The female
victim attempted to flee, but was forced to the
ground where she was repeatedly kicked and
struck.  Several personal items were taken from
her purse before her assailant fled.

Domingo is being held at the Prince
George’s County Detention Center
without bond.

YOU CAN MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN YOUR COMMUNITY 

Prince George's County Crime Solvers is a non-profit program that offers
cash rewards to people who provide information about crimes or
fugitives for law enforcement.  Tipsters may remain anonymous, if the
information provided leads to the arrest and indictment of a suspect, the
person could be eligible for a cash reward "up to $2,500."

If you have information about an unsolved crime call, text or submit your
tip online.

Anonymous Tip Line: 1-866-411-TIPS (8477)  ~  Calls are answered 24
hours a day 7 days a week.

Anonymous Text : Text PGPD plus your message to CRIMES (274637)

 Crime Solvers Take Away Guns (TAG) program will pay tipsters up to $2,500 for
information on individuals carrying illegal guns.  Those are guns without legal
permits and guns that have been stolen, are illegally concealed or are carried by
convicted felons.

Here's how "TAG" works: Anyone who knows where an illegal gun is kept or of
someone carrying an illegal gun should contact Crime Solvers to provide the
information.  Tipsters' will not be asked to provide their names or personal
information.  The tipster will be assigned an anonymous tip identification number. 

If the tip results in the confiscation of a gun and/or an arrest, the tipster is eligible
for a cash reward of up to $2,500.  The anonymous tip ID number assigned when
the confidential information was provide will be required to pick-up your cash
reward.  Tipsters that provide information via the Crime Solvers tip line are required
to check back to see if the tip lead police to the seizure of gun or the apprehension
of a criminal.
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Message from the Chief of Police

I write to tell you about the progress we made in combating crime in the Town of Bladensburg.  

The end of 2015 marked the sixth consecutive year of crime reduction.  Bladensburg has experienced
a 36 percent reduction in crime due in part to the remarkable efforts of the dedicated officers, civilian
members and our entire community.  Of course, no crime is acceptable and the township is working hard
to reduce this further.  

No contemporary police department can provide the safety, security, and problem-solving capacity that
communities need without robust partnerships.  We are fortunate to have support from so many partners
and partner agencies from community members to local businesses, healthcare providers to social
services, educational institutions to faith-based organizations.

As I said, no crime is acceptable and we will continue to be aggressive in using every tool at our disposal
to combat it.  If you have any leads concerning crime, contact: The Bladensburg Police Department at
(301) 864-0400. 

Congratulations!

Retirement

Danny T. Needham retired after more than 41years of public service.  Danny began his career as a
Summer Youth Program participant.  After graduation from Bladensburg High School, he worked for the
Department of Public Works, later transferring to Code Enforcement.  Danny also filled-in as a Public
Safety Dispatcher.  

Danny has been a big part of Bladensburg. His knowledge and years of experience helped bring the
Town to where it is today.  Thank you for all the hard work!  

Promotion

Jose Rowe Barrera is promoted to the rank of Private First Class.  He is a two-year veteran of the
Bladensburg Police Department.  PFC Rowe Barrera is assigned to the Patrol Division.

Events and Meetings

‘ March 14, Council work session and public meeting.

‘ March 22, FEMA Applicant Briefing for winter storm Jonas.

‘ Attended all staff meetings

Community Service Unit officers work in partnership with community members, community
groups, schools, businesses, other governmental departments and agencies to help bring all
available resources to address crime and disorder problems.  For more information about our
Community Service Unit, call the COP’s Program Coordinator, PFC David Calloway at (301) 927-
8126, or stop-by the office at 5012 57 Avenue A3, Bladensburg, MD
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Traffic Enforcement March 2016

Vehicle Stops 75

Citations 45

Warnings 56

Repair Orders 21

Total Violations 122

Parking Citations 19

Vehicle Impounds 7

Automobile Collisions

Fatality 0

Injury 5

Property Damage 23

Pedestrian 3

Hit & Run 1

Total Collisions 32

Departmental Activity

Arrests 6

Assigned to Calls (in hours) 1,102

Calls for Service 565

Court Appearances (in hours) 16

Mutual Aid (in hours) -

Off-Duty Response (in hours) -

Prisoner Processing (in hours) 11

Self Initiated Service (in hours) 162

Special Activity (in hours) 15

Training (in hours) 94

Statistical
Abstract
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Bladensburg Police Department
Part 1 Offense Comparison

2015 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 9 5 3 6 11 3 9 11 14 7 5 8 91
Burglary 18 8 10 3 11 7 8 7 4 6 12 4 98
Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Larceny-Theft 29 13 9 19 31 21 15 16 21 28 19 28 249
Motor Vehicle Theft 5 5 5 5 5 7 6 4 6 10 19 3 80
Robbery 5 3 1 0 5 1 4 2 4 7 4 4 40

Total 66 34 28 34 63 39 42 40 49 58 59 47 559

2016 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 5 2 6 13

Burglary 2 2 1 5

Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0

Homicide 0 0 0 0

Larceny-Theft 15 15 9 39

Motor Vehicle Theft 5 3 1 9

Robbery 0 2 2 4

Total 27 24 19 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 70

Variance

Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault -44.44% -60.00% 100.00% -85.71%

Burglary -88.89% -75.00% -90.00% -94.90%

Forcible Rape 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%

Homicide 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% -100.00%

Larceny-Theft 51.72% 115.38% 100.00% -84.34%

Motor Vehicle Theft 0.00% -40.00% -80.00% -88.75%

Robbery -100.00% -33.33% 100.00% -90.00%

Monthly Comparison
-39 -10 -9 -489

-59.09% -29.41% -32.14% -87.48%
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