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Bladensburg Police
Charles L. Owens

Chief of Police

A recognized and regional leader in providing comprehensive law enforcement
services

The Bladensburg Police Department, in partnership with our community, is
dedicated to:

 Preventing crime
 Enforcing laws
 Resolving community problems
 Improving the quality of life

Maximize department effectiveness targeting the reduction of crime
 Focused deployment of resources
 Target crime analysis strategies toward worst offenders
 Resolve chronic nuisances and criminal activity using code

enforcement, public works, training, and community

Provide outstanding service to our community
 Recruit and retain a highly qualified, diverse workforce
 Emphasize customer service internally and externally
 Recognize excellent performance and service
 Maintain professional standards through training, leadership, and

mentoring

Identify and prepare resources for successful response to local and regional
public safety needs

 Identify and leverage new technologies to address emerging issues
 Update, implement, and train emergency preparedness plans
 Maintain and develop partnerships to address criminal justice needs
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CRIME PREVENTION
Mortgage Fraud

Mortgage Fraud is when an applicant, or an
agent for the applicant, intentionally misstates, misrepresents or omits
information on a mortgage application.

Mortgage Fraud schemes typically involve inflated appraisals,
fraudulent documents, or falsely representing the purchaser’s
employment and income.

Mortgage Fraud should not be confused with predatory mortgage
lending, which occurs when a consumer is misled or deceived by a
lender or its agents.  However, predatory lending practices may co-
exist with mortgage fraud.

Foreclosure Rescue Schemes: The perpetrators identify homeowners who are in foreclosure or at risk of
defaulting on their mortgage loan. The perpetrators then mislead the homeowners into believing they can save
their homes by transferring the deed or putting the property in the name of an investor.  The perpetrators profit
by selling the property to an investor or straw borrower, creating equity using a fraudulent appraisal, and
stealing the seller proceeds or fees paid by the homeowners.  The homeowners are sometimes told they can pay
rent for at least a year and repurchase the property once their credit has been reestablished.  However, the
perpetrators fail to make the mortgage payments and usually the property goes into foreclosure.

Loan Modification Schemes: Scammers purport to assist homeowners who are delinquent in their mortgage
payments and are on the verge of losing their home by offering to renegotiate the terms of the homeowners'
loan with the lender.  The scammers, however, demand large fees up front and often negotiate unfavorable
terms for the clients, or do not negotiate at all.  Usually, the homeowners ultimately lose their homes.  This
scheme is similar to a foreclosure rescue scam.

Home Equity Conversion Mortgage (HECM): A HECM is a reverse mortgage loan product insured by the
Federal Housing Administration to borrowers who are 62 years or older, own their own property (or have a
small mortgage balance), occupy the property as their primary residence, and participate in HECM counseling.
It provides homeowners access to equity in their homes, usually in a lump sum payment.  Perpetrators recruit
seniors through local churches, investment seminars, and television, radio, billboard, and mailer advertisements.
The scammers then obtain a HECM in the name of the recruited homeowner to convert equity in the homes into
cash.  The scammers keep the cash and pay a fee to the senior citizen or take the full amount unbeknownst to
the senior citizen.  No loan payment or repayment is required until the borrower no longer uses the house as a
primary residence.  In the scheme, the appraisals on the home are vastly inflated and the lender does not detect
the fraud until the homeowner dies and the true value of the property is discovered.

Tips to Protect Yourself Against Mortgage Fraud

! Get referrals for real estate and mortgage professionals.  Check the licenses of the industry professionals
with state, county, or city regulatory agencies.

! An outrageous promise of extraordinary profit in a short period of time signals a problem.
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! Be wary of strangers and unsolicited contacts, as well as high-pressure sales techniques.

! Look at written information, to include recent comparable sales in the area and other documents such as tax
assessments to verify the value of the property.

! Understand what you are signing.  If you do not understand, re-read the documents or seek assistance from
an attorney or third party who represents your interest.

! Review the title history of the home you are anticipating to purchase to determine if the property has been
sold multiple times within a short period.  It could mean that this property has been "flipped," and the value
falsely inflated.

! Know and understand the terms of your mortgage.  Check your personal information against the
information as listed on the loan documents to ensure it is accurate and complete.

! Never sign any loan documents that contain "blanks." This leaves you vulnerable to fraud.

! Check out the tips on the MBA website at for additional advice on avoiding mortgage fraud.

Tips to Protect Yourself Against Mortgage Debt Elimination Schemes

Be aware of e-mails or web-based advertisements that promote the elimination of mortgage loans, credit card,
and other debts while requesting an up-front fee to prepare documents to satisfy the debt.  The documents are
typically entitled Declaration of Voidance, Bond for Discharge of Debt, Bill of Exchange, Due Bill,
Redemption Certificate, or other similar variations.  These documents do not achieve what they purport.

! there is no easy method to relieve your debts.

! Borrowers may end up paying thousands of dollars in fees without the elimination or reduction of any debt.

Tips to Protect Yourself Against Foreclosure Fraud Schemes

! Be aware of offers to "save" homeowners who are at risk of defaulting on loans, or whose houses are
already in foreclosure.

! Seek a qualified credit counselor or attorney to assist.

! Do not pay advanced fees for promised services.

Because of the growing number of these types of scams and similar Internet scams and because of the
multi-jurisdictional nature of the scams, it is difficult for law enforcement to narrow investigations down to one
person or group of people responsible.  Use common sense with personal and financial information.
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POLICE BLOTTER
July — August 2014

COMMUNITY SERVICES
During the summer months, through the Town’s
Summer Enrichment Program, 618 youths
received breakfast and 625 youths lunch.  148
residents received fresh vegetables.

July 2, Several local youth participated in a
healthy food demonstration at Eco City farm.

July 10, Summer enrichment participants
enjoyed a day fishing and pontooning at
Waterfront Park.

July 16, Summer enrichment youth visited Eco
City Farms where they learned about bee hives
and enjoyed a salad made from vegetables
grown at the farm.

July 17, Sponsored a field trip to Smithsonian's
National Air and Space Museum where
Bladensburg youth watched an educational
movie about the Hubble telescope.

July 21, Maryland National Capitol Park and
Planning sponsored a Blue Puppet Theater for
our youth.

July 23, Area youth learned how to skate and
participated in various arts and craft projects.

July 24, Sponsored a field trip to the
Washington National Zoo.  One of our
chaperons previously worked at the zoo and
took our kids on a guided tour of the zoo.

July 30, Our youth returned to Eco City Farms
where they learned about the maintenance
necessary in managing a farm.

July 31, Our Police Explorers and Summer
Enrichment Youth spent the day at Six Flags
America.

August 5, Twenty Bladensburg youth received
free book bags at National Night Out.

August 26, Enrolled in an After-school Snack
Program.  Children visiting our Satellite Office
after school will receive free healthy snacks
through this program.

August 28, Several children received free book
bags.

August 29, Assisted the Christian Life Center
arrange for meal services for a needy family.

THE BEAT
July 1, Burglary in the 4200 block of 56th
Avenue.

July 1, Theft in the 4100 block of Kenilworth
Avenue.

July 1, Theft in the 4800 block of Annapolis
Road.

July 2, Vandalism in the 5000 block of Quincy
Street.

July 2, Warrant Service at 56th Place and Tilden
Road.   An adult male was arrested.

July 2, Homicide in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.  An adult male was arrested.

July 3, Vandalism in the 5500 block of Tilden
Road.

July 3, Missing Person in the 5200 block of
Quincy Street.  Adult male returned home.

July 4, Recovered Stolen Vehicle at  56th Place
and Emerson Street.

July 4, Sex Offense in the 4900 block of 57th
Avenue.

July 5, Stolen Vehicle in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

July 5, Domestic in the 6000 block of Emerson
Street.
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July 6, Theft in the 5400 block of Annapolis
Road.

July 6, Stolen Vehicle in the 4200 block of 56th
Avenue.

July 6, Theft in the 4400 block of Blue Heron
Way.

July 6, Robbery in the 4900 block of Annapolis
Road.

July 7 , Vandalism in the 5200 block of Newton
Street.

July 8, Vandalism in the 5900 block of Emerson
Street.

July 8, Burglary in the 3900 block of 48th Street.

July 9, Missing Person in the 4600 block of Red
Hawk Terrace.  Both Juveniles were located.

July 9, Vandalism in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

July 9, Domestic in the 5000 block of Quincy
Street.  An adult male was identified.

July 10, Stolen Vehicle in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

July 11, Recovered Stolen Vehicle at 60th
Avenue and Jefferson Street.

July 11, Burglary in the 6000 block of Logan
Way.

July 11, Warrant Service in the 5000 block of
57th Avenue. An adult male was arrested.

July 11, Drug Arrest in the 5700 block of
Emerson Street.  An adult male was arrested.

July 11, Drug Arrest in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.  An adult male was arrested.

July 12, Vandalism in the 4100 block of 51st
Street.

July 12, Suspicious Activity in the 4300 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.  An adult male was
arrested.

July 12, Property Damage in the 3900 block of
52nd Street. An adult male was arrested.

July 12, Domestic in the 4100 block of 53rd
Place.

July 12, Theft in the 5800 block of Annapolis
Road.

July 12, Robbery in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.  A juvenile male was arrested.

July 13, Assault at Tanglewood Drive and
Baltimore Avenue.

July 14, Theft in the 5200 block of Newton
Street.

July 15, Stolen Vehicle in the 4300 block of 56th
Avenue.

July 15, Missing Person in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road. Person located.

July 15, Stalking 4900 block of Tilden Road.

July 17, Theft in the 5900 block of Emerson
Street.

July 17, Burglary in the 4400 block of Blue Heron
Way.

July 18, Warrant Service in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.  An adult female was arrested.

July 18, Assault at Annapolis Road and 48th
Street.  An adult male was arrested.

July 19, Death Report in the 5200 block of Tilden
Road.

July 19, Theft in the 5700 block of Emerson
Street.

July 19, Vandalism in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

July 20, Warrant Service in the 4700 Annapolis
Road.  An adult male was arrested.

July 20, Arrest in the 4300 block of Kenilworth
Avenue.

July 20, Theft in the 4200 block of Kenilworth
Avenue.
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July 20, Stolen Vehicle in the 5900 block of
Emerson Street.

July  20, Domestic in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

July 20, Missing Person in the 5200 block of
Upshur Street.

July 21, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the 4500
block of Kenilworth Avenue.

July 21, Theft in the 5400 block of Spring Road.

July 22, Warrant Service in the 4900 block of
Tilden Road.  An adult male was arrested.

July 22, Drugs in the 5300 block of Quincy
Street.  An adult female was arrested.

July 22, Drugs in the 4900 block Tilden Road.
An adult male was arrested.

July 22, Domestic in the 5100 block of 51st
Avenue.

July 23, Vehicle Fire at Blue Way.  The vehicle
was impounded.

July 23, Trespassing in the 5000 block 57th
Avenue.

July 24, Domestic  in the 5000 block 57th
Avenue.

July 24, Stolen Vehicle in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

July 24, Domestic in the in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.

July 25, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the 4500
block of Kenilworth Avenue.

July 26, Driving Under Influence arrest in the
5400 block of Annapolis Road.  An adult male
was arrested.

July 27, Domestic in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.

July 28, Domestic in the 4200 block of 53rd
Avenue.

July 29, Burglary in the 6000 block of Logan Way

July 29, Domestic in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

August 1, Burglary in the 5000 blk of 57th
Avenue.

August 1, Theft in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

August 1, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the 4000
block of Blue Heron Way.

August 2, Disorderly Conduct in the 4300 block
of Kenilworth Avenue.  An adult male was
arrested.

August 2, Vehicle Collision in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road.  One arrest was made.

August 4, Theft in the 5800 block of Annapolis
Road.

August 4, Destruction of Property in the 4200
block of 58th Avenue.

August 6, Domestic in the 4600 block of Red
Hawk Terrace.

August 7, Vandalism in the 5200 block of
Newton Street.

August 7, Sex Offense in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

August 7, Theft in the area of 57th Avenue and
Doris Court.

August 8, Stolen Vehicle in the 4300 block of
57th Avenue.

August 9,  Assault in the 4700 block of Annapolis
Road.

August  9, Dispute in the 5200 block of Newton
Street.  One arrest was made.

August  10, Domestic in the 4600 block of Red
Hawk Terrace.

August  11, Missing Person in the 5200 block of
Varnum Street.
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August 11, Vandalism in the 5500 block of Volta
Avenue.

August  11, Stolen Vehicle in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 12, Burglary in the 4300 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

August 12, Vandalism in the 4400 block of Blue
Heron Way.

August  12, Vandalism in the 4400 block of Blue
Heron Way.

August  12, Sounds of gun shots in the 5700
block of Emerson Street.

August 13, Vandalism in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

August 13, Vandalism in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 13, Burglary in the 5600 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 14, Missing Person in the 6000 block of
Logon Way.

August 14, Theft in the 4800 block of Annapolis
Road.

August 15, Theft in the 5600 block of Annapolis
Road.

August 15, Vandalism in the 6000 block of
Logon Way.

August 15, Disorderly Conduct in the 4300
block of Kenilworth Avenue.  An adult male was
arrested.

August 16, Theft in the 4200 block of
Edmonston Road.

August 16, Missing Person in the 4200 block of
58th Avenue.

August 18, Vandalism in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 18 , Burglary in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 18, Domestic in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.

August  19, Theft in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

August  19, Robbery in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.

August 20, Theft in the 4200 block 58th Avenue.

August 20, Stolen Vehicle in the 4100 block of
46th Street.

August 20, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the
6000 block of Emerson Street.

August 21, Theft in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

August 21, Theft in the 5100 block of Upshur
Street.

August  21, Burglary in the 5000 block of Quincy
Street.

August 22, Theft in the 5400 block of Annapolis
Road.

August 22, Vandalism in the 4300 block of 57th
Avenue.

August 22, Vandalism in the area of 57th Avenue
and 58th Avenue.

August 22, Vandalism in the 5000 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 22, Warrant Service in the 4900 block of
Annapolis Road. Suspect arrested.

August 22, Vandalism in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

August 23, Recovered Stolen Vehicle in the
6000 block of Emerson Street.

August 25, Assault in the 4600 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 25, Assault in the area of  55th Avenue
and Tilden Road.

August 26, Trespassing in the 5000 block of
Townsend Way.
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August 26, Assault in the 5400 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 27, Trespassing in the 4400 block of
53rd Place.

August 27, Drugs in the 4200 block of 58th
Avenue.

August  28, Burglary in the 5200 block of
Newton Street.

August 28, Theft in the 5600 block of Annapolis
Road.

August 28, Death Report in the 5800 block of
Annapolis Road.

August 29, Vandalism in the 4300 block o 57th
Avenue.

August 30, Domestic in the 3800 block of
Kenilworth Avenue.

INVESTIGATIONS
July 2, Investigators assisted Prince George’s
County Police in the investigation of a shooting
death that occurred in the 5000 block of 57th
Avenue.  Within 48 hours the Nathaniel Jamar
Johnson 26 of Bladensburg was arrested at his
residence and charged with the homicide.

July 3, Investigators conducted surveillance in
an attempt to locate and close down an
unlicensed night club on Baltimore Avenue.  No
illegal active took place; however, it was learned
that the alleged illegal operation was moved out
of the Bladensburg jurisdiction into the
Hyattsville area of Prince Georges County.  The
information was referred to the Prince Georges
County Police Department.

July 22, Investigators assisted Patrol Division in
obtaining a search and seizure warrant for a
vehicle.  Recovered from the vehicle was a
handgun, cocaine, PCP, marijuana, and
codeine.  Andre Knight 28 of Landover,
Maryland, was arrested.

August 13, Investigators responded to Prince
George’s Hospital for an alleged shooting that

may have occurred in the 5700 block of Emerson
Street.

August 15, a Mortgage Fraud Investigation was
initiated upon the complaint of a long-time
Bladensburg resident attempting to refinance a
mortgage.   The mortgage fraud scheme bilked
the victim out of several thousand dollars and is
based in Irvine, California.

Investigators received credible information on a
cold case involving the sexual assault of a child
in 2012.  Prince George’s County Police Child
Abuse Unit has reopened the case.



Bladensburg Police July — August 2014 9

Office of the Chief

Welcome to Bladensburg!
I have the pleasure to introduce:

Jose Luis Rowe Barrera is a United States Army Iraq Veteran and a member
of the Maryland National Guard.  He was hired under a Department of Justice
COPS hiring grant.  Officer Rowe Barrera graduated from the Prince George's
Municipal Police Academy with honors.  He was the recipient of the Harry L.
Shanks Leadership Award for outstanding leadership skills, willingness to lead
by example and for the creation of an environment of cooperation and
teamwork.

Promotions
On Tuesday, August 5, 2014, members of the Bladensburg Police Department were promoted to
the ranks of Lieutenant, Sergeant, and Corporal.

Lieutenant James E. Flynn: a 34-year veteran of the Bladensburg Police
Department, promoted to Corporal in 1988 and Sergeant in 1989.  He has
worked as a criminal investigator, patrol division supervisor, and grants
manager.  Lieutenant Flynn will assume the duties as Support Services
Commander.

Lieutenant Tracy D. Stone: a 31-year veteran of the Bladensburg Police
Department, promoted to Corporal in 1997 and Sergeant in 2008.  He has
worked as a criminal investigator and patrol division supervisor.  Lieutenant
Stone will assume the duties as Operations Commander.

Sergeant Kenneth M. Corsey: a 15-year veteran of the Bladensburg Police
Department, promoted to Private First Class  in 2007 and Corporal in 2012.
He as worked as a shift supervisor.  Sergeant Corsey will assume the duties
of team leader.
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Corporal Paul L. Brooks III: a 9-year veteran of the Bladensburg Police
Department, promoted to Private First Class in 2008.  Corporal Brooks will
assume the duties of shift supervisor.

Such is the nature of public service, that as some must of necessity supervise and teach, so others
must of course learn to submit and obey.  Humility in both is an essential duty.

Events and Meetings
! Project Child Safety recognized the Bladensburg Police Department for our dedicated

efforts in promoting firearms safety education in partnership with the Project Child Safe
program and the U.S. Department of Justice.

! July 4, Independence Day Celebration.

! July 8, Code Enforcement Officers Roger Rinehart and Danny Needham received a
citizen’s commendation that reads, in part: I first would like to say, that I am very glad
and proud to both see and experience the proficient as well as professional and
personal way that you guys have decided to attend to and care for our Town and
community.   Thank both of you and your fellow officers for what you are doing for the
people and in our community.

! July 10, Meeting with Treasurer and Accounting Software Vender.

! July 10, Planning meeting for Undaunted Weekend (Battle of Bladensburg).

! July 14, Council Work Session and Public Meeting.

! July 15, Attended training seminar sponsored by Local Government Insurance Trust
regarding Recruitment & Selection of Law Enforcement Officers.

! July 16, Attended training seminar sponsored by Local Government Insurance Trust
regarding Managing Police Discipline.

! July 29, Prince George’s County Police Chiefs’ Association meeting.

! August 5, National Night Out.  Promoted officers to the rank of Lieutenant, Sergeant,
and Corporal.

! August 6, Planning meeting for Undaunted Weekend (Battle of Bladensburg).

! August 7, Attended Officer Jose Rowe Barrera’s graduation from police academy.

! August 8, Met with command staff and supervisors.

! August 14, Task force meeting for the Undaunted Weekend.

! August 21, Briefing of Department of Public Works regarding road closures for the
Undaunted Weekend.
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! August 21, Briefing of overtime personnel regarding traffic and security assignments for
the Undaunted Weekend.

! August 22, Briefing of on-duty personnel regarding the Undaunted Weekend.

! August 23, Undaunted Weekend event at Waterfront and Balloon Park.  Officers
provided traffic and pedestrian control for the celebration.

! August 24, Firework display at Waterfront Park.

! Attended all staff meetings.

Celebrating the Bicentennial of the Battle of Bladensburg
War of 1812

The gold commemorative badge shows
the George Washington House in the
center with the numerals “2014 below,
encircled with the words “Battle of
Bladensburg (top) and War of 1812
(bottom), above on the left “200" and
“Years” on the right.  Other words on
the badge are “Town of Bladensburg
Maryland,” and “Police.”
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Statistical
 Abstract

Traffic Enforcement July 2014 August 2014

State Citations 45 95

Parking Citations 20 32

Written Warnings 12 28

Driving Under Influence 5 23

License Violations 22 34

Repair Orders Issued 15 30

Repair Orders Inspected 36 55

Seatbelt Violations 6 6

Departmental Activity July 2014 August 2014

Arrests 29 21

Assigned to Calls (in hours) 1,783 1,343

Calls for Service 727 766

Court Appearances (in hours) 73 51

Prisoner Processing (in hours) 39 38

Self Initiated Service (in hours) 211 305

Special Activity (in hours) 49 128

Training (in hours) 35 43

Part 1 Crimes
Part I crimes fall into two categories: violent and property crimes.  Aggravated assault, forcible
rape, murder, and robbery are classified as violent while arson, burglary, larceny-theft, and motor
vehicle theft are classified as property crimes.  These crimes are considered quite serious, tend
to be reported more reliably than others, and are reported directly to the police.
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Bladensburg Police Department
Part 1 Offense Comparison

2013 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 9 5 3 6 11 3 9 11 14 7 5 8 91
Burglary 18 8 10 3 11 7 8 7 4 6 12 4 98
Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1
Larceny-Theft 29 13 9 19 31 21 15 16 21 28 19 28 249
Motor Vehicle Theft 5 5 5 5 5 7 6 4 6 10 19 3 80
Robbery 5 3 1 0 5 1 4 2 4 7 4 4 40

Total 66 34 28 34 63 39 42 40 49 58 59 47 559

2014 Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault 2 4 6 4 4 8 5 8 41
Burglary 6 2 3 6 9 6 7 5 44
Forcible Rape 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Homicide 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
Larceny-Theft 13 14 28 12 11 19 17 14 128
Motor Vehicle Theft 7 6 7 4 4 6 6 3 43
Robbery 4 0 2 4 1 2 4 3 20

Total 32 26 46 30 29 41 40 33 0 0 0 0 277

Variance

Jan Feb Mar April May Jun Jul Aug Sept Oct Nov Dec YTD

Assault -77.78% -20.00% 100.00% -33.33% -63.64% 166.67% -44.44% -27.27% 0.20%
Burglary -66.67% -75.00% -70.00% 100.00% -18.18% -14.29% -12.50% -28.57% -185.21%
Forcible Rape 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Homicide 0.00% 0.00% 0.00% -100.00% 0.00% 0.00% 100.00% 0.00% 0.00%
Larceny-Theft -55.17% 7.69% 211.11% -36.84% -64.52% -9.52% 13.33% -12.50% 53.58%
Motor Vehicle Theft 40.00% 20.00% 40.00% -20.00% -20.00% -14.29% 0.00% -25.00% 20.71%
Robbery -20.00% -100.00% 100.00% 400.00% -80.00% 100.00% 0.00% 50.00% 450.00%

Monthly Comparison
-34 -8 18 -4 -34 2 -2 -7 -69

-51.52% -23.53% 64.29% -11.76% -53.97% 5.13% -4.76% -17.50% -93.63%
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"Caretaker" Accused of Abusing and 
Neglecting Mentally Challenged Victims 
Would pick up victims from rehab centers and claimed she ran 
assisted living facility 
By Darcy Spencer and Mila Mimica 

|  Wednesday, Jul 23, 2014  |  Updated 8:15 PM EDT 

 
Darcy Spencer 

A Maryland woman is indicted for allegedly forcing clients with mental and physical disabilities to live in a 
roach-infested condo and stealing their money for services she never provided. News4's Darcy Spencer 
reports. 

A Bladensburg, Md. woman who ran an illegitimate care-taking facility is accused of stealing 

money from her vulnerable patients, in addition to neglecting and abusing them. 

Zanaib Kamara allegedly picked up her victims when they were released from rehabilitation 

centers, tricking them into thinking she ran an assisted living facility at a condo on Newton 

Street. 

http://www.nbcwashington.com/results/?keywords=%22Darcy+Spencer%22&byline=y&sort=date
http://www.nbcwashington.com/results/?keywords=%22Mila+Mimica%22&byline=y&sort=date


 
"People there used to wander in the community, ask for cigarettes, all kinds of things," condo 

owner Edward King said. "We put her in foreclosure because she owed us about $25,000." 

Prosecutors said Kamara would force the victims to live in the "facility" without heat in the winter 

and without proper care. 

"Roaches all over the place, as many as five to eight people in at the time with only one bed so 

other people have mattresses on the floor," John Erzen with Prince George's County State's 

Attorney's Office said.  

As a caretaker, she should have provided warm beds, food, medicine and transportation to 

doctor's appointments. 

"She would never have wanted anyone to treat her loved ones, her vulnerable relatives in that 

matter. It's terrible and it needs to stop," a neighbor said. 

Some of her victims claim they were held at the apartment against their will and didn't have 

family in the area to help, according to Erzen. 

"The investigators had never seen this level of targeting and preying on people who really had 

no ability to care for themselves," Lt. William Alexander with Prince George's County Police 

said. 

Sources told News4 Kamara would allegedly pocket the victims' government checks, like social 

security, and would even be so bold to take them to ATMs where she forced them to withdraw 

cash. 

Kamara has been charged with multiple crimes in a 57-count indictment. Police said she had 

been arrested on abuse allegations before, but charges were dropped due to difficulties in the 

investigation.  

"They've spent hundreds of hours investigating this woman and trying to develop a case to 

really finally seek justice against her for these victims," Lt. Alexander said. 

So far, police said there have been 5 victims but they believe there could be more.  

Find this article at:  
http://www.nbcwashington.com/news/local/Caretaker-Accused-of-Abusing-and-Neglecting-Kamara-Zanaib-
268343912.html 



Seat Belt Use Saving Lives in Maryland
More drivers and passengers are buckling their belts.

GLEN BURNIE, MD (August 7, 2014) - According to a 2014 roadside observational survey, more than 92
percent of drivers and front seat passengers in Maryland are wearing their seat belt while traveling on
Maryland's roadways, an increase from the 90.7 percent observed in 2013.  The Maryland seat belt rise
eclipses the national rate of 87 percent in 2013.  Last year, Maryland experienced the lowest number of
traffic-related fatalities in half a century, and a major role in reducing injuries and fatalities from crashes is
buckling your seat belt.

"I am very encouraged by the fact that more people are using their seat belts," said Milt Chaffee, the MVA
Administrator and Governor O'Malley's Highway Safety Representative.  "Safety is one of the MVA's
highest priorities.  The proper use of seat belts and child passenger safety seats has proven to be
incredibly effective in preventing injuries and deaths."

Maryland's seat belt usage results were obtained from more than 50,000 observations conducted at 140
sites.  Passenger car occupants were observed to buckle up 93 percent of the time, while pickup truck
drivers and passengers buckle up less at a little over 86 percent of the time.  Smaller, local roadways were
observed to have a lower seat belt use rate than highways.

The biggest increase in seat belt use was seen in St. Mary's County where rates went up by eight percent
from 2013's observation period.  Increases were also seen in Anne Arundel, Baltimore, Cecil, Charles,
Frederick, Garrett, Harford, Howard, Montgomery and Prince George's Counties.  Slight decreases were
recorded in Calvert and Carroll Counties, as well as Baltimore City, and a decrease of more than four
percent was recorded in Washington County.

Whether you are traveling on a road where there is a tendency to see higher speeds or a rural road, a seat
belt can mean the difference between life and death," said Chaffee.  "It only takes a few seconds to put on
a seat belt.  On top of potentially saving a life, I'd rather see people keep the $83 for a seat belt ticket in
their pocket."

Maryland's seat belt observation came on the heels of the state's participation in the Click it or Ticket
media and enforcement campaign.  In May, the Click it or Ticket program used media and highly targeted
educational efforts to encourage motorists to buckle up in all seats, every ride, day and night. In 2014,
traffic safety advocates conducted a rollover display as a part of Click it or Ticket that demonstrated the
impact to the unbelted.

"We're out to save lives, not write tickets," stated Thomas J. Gianni, Chief of the MVA's Maryland Highway
Safety Office.  "Between 2009 and 2013, almost 600 people, who were not wearing seat belts, died in
crashes.  If they had been properly belted, it's estimated that nearly half of those people would be alive
today."

When used, seat belts reduce the risk of death to front-seat passengers by 45 percent and injury by 50
percent.  Those numbers are even higher for light-truck occupants, where seat belts reduce the risk of
death by 60 percent and injury by 65 percent.

"Lives are at stake every time we get in our vehicles," stated Chaffee.  "I ask that everyone please do their
part and buckle up.  Make sure your children are riding in the proper booster or child safety seat. 
Together, we can get to 100 percent belt use as we strive towards zero fatalities on Maryland roadways."

###

NOTE: Click it or Ticket is a major component of Maryland's Toward Zero Deaths campaign, which 
focuses on promoting seat belt use while also preventing impaired driving, aggressive driving, and
distracted driving.  

For more information on the Toward Zero Deaths campaign, visit http://www.towardzerodeathsmd.com/

John Hipps – Law Enforcement Liaison for the Maryland Highway Safety Office – Maryland Motor Vehicle Administration
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