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ROBBERY
The crime of Robbery involves the suspect threatening the victim, placing the
victim in fear of imminent bodily injury or death, causing bodily injury to the
victim, or the suspect using or exhibiting a deadly weapon during the course of
committing theft. 

Robbery is a violent crime.  The robber almost always uses force.  Far too often the victim is
seriously injured.  Here are some things that you can do that may reduce your chances of being a
Robbery victim. 

Robbery Prevention Tips at Home 

Never open the door of your home to a stranger.  If someone asks for assistance, offer to
call someone for him or her.  KNOW WHO IS ON THE OTHER SIDE OF THE DOOR
BEFORE YOU OPEN IT!  KEEP ALL DOORS LOCKED — EVEN WHEN YOU ARE AT
HOME!  Never tell a stranger or a telephone caller that you are home alone. 

Robbery Prevention Tips on the Road 

‘ ATM Machines — Try not to use ATM machines at night.  Plan ahead and get your cash
during safer times.  Use ATM machines that are very visible.  Avoid isolated ATM machines.

‘  Walking — Many pedestrians and even people in their own homes are robbery victims. 
Don't carry large sums of money with you and don't "hide" money around the house.  Always
walk in well-lit, open areas, even if it means taking the "long way", and use routes that are
well traveled.  Walk with a companion whenever possible, and continually observe who is
around you.  Avoid carrying a purse or other bags and packages, if you can.

‘ Driving — When driving, keep your car in gear, all doors locked, windows rolled up, and
travel on busy streets.  Stay alert and aware of your surroundings, especially at intersections
and stop lights.  Know the locations of hospitals, fire stations and police stations.

If someone follows you, don't go home.  Stop at a safe location and call the police or drive to
a police or fire station, a hospital or all-night restaurant, etc.  Try to note the license number 
and description of the car and persons following you. 

‘ Parking — Park your vehicle in areas that will be well lit when you return.  When using valet
parking, ensure that all internal compartments of the vehicle are locked to prevent strangers
from looking in your glove compartment and trunk and finding personal information.

 Your best protection is prevention.  Know your surroundings, who you are with, and where the
closest help is located.  THINK AWARENESS — THINK CRIME PREVENTION — IF YOU ARE
ROBBED — CALL POLICE IMMEDIATELY! 
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Questions the Police Dispatcher Will Ask You 

1. Exact address and location of robbery. 

2. Has anyone been injured? 

3. When did the robbery occur? 

4. What weapon did the robber use? 

5. How did he leave? Mode of travel: On foot? Car? Other? 

6. What direction did he go? 

7. Description of vehicle: Color? Type? Make? License number? 

8. Description of robber: Race? Sex? Age? Height? Weight? 

9. Description of clothing: Type? Color? Condition? 

10. Description of money or articles taken. 

 Important Things for the Victim to do 

‘ Remain calm!   Do not resist!  Robbers usually are excited and may be provoked easily or
may be under the influence of drugs. 

‘ Observe the robber closely for outstanding features to remember him by.

‘ Protect articles touched by the robber so fingerprints may be obtained. 

‘ Keep witnesses available for interview. 

‘ Do not trust your memory — jot down all information immediately.

‘ Do not discuss the holdup with anyone until after the Police question you. 

‘ Cooperate with your police department, supply all the facts and make positive identifications.

Don't try to be a HERO!  Money can be replaced — your life cannot! 


